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Remembering

Deva

Mridul Eapen
Each time we celebrate Mrs.
Warrier's birthday on June 12th
which we observe as the Devaki
Warrier Women Empowerment
Centre (DWWEC) Day, what
amazes me is the spontaneous
participation of so many people
who knew her or heard of her
and her activities in the women's
movement, specifically in ATDWA
and her involvement in the
community as a Corporation
muncillm?r There is no undue
effort taken by the members of
the DWWEC Trust to mobilise all
these well wishers for the day and
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so many of them enthusiastically
to the venue to hear about Mrs.
Warrier and the Trust's progress in
addressing social needs of women.
Thirteen years have passed and
numbers attending the function
have inereased. This is no doubt a
tribute to Mrs Warrier's life time
commitment to serving the cause
of women.

Certain things which endeared Mrs
Warrier to all was her complete
honesty and  her passion for
fairness and justice. She practiced
what she talked and took an
impartial stand on any issue which
was brought to her notice. Her
unassuming natore and homility
and the ahility to get along with
women from all walks of life made
her a confidant of 5o many peaple
whose problems she heard with
tolerance and patience. And with
her sense of justice the decisions
she took could not be refuted by
those concerned. The time when
aovme mmates of a hostel oot
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thrown out, Mrs Warrier (together
with a few others) stood solidly with
them and helped them find another
place to stay. This was also the time
(1973) when the Kerala Working
Women® Association was formed.
Many a time the hostel had to be
changed and each time, she was
there to help out till the Association
could procure a piece of land in a
prime location to build their own
hostel, Tt was at this critical time,
when the Association was just
growing and the construction had
to take place that Mrs. Warrier's
full engagement with the activities
of the Association were of immense
help. Others like Mrs. Krishnan
and (later) Padmini Chechi played
very important roles in the initial
years of the KWWA,

1 got to know her pretty well after
the Kerala Working Women's
Axsud:ll]'inn was formed and we
were engaged in running the
hostel, its first major activity,
During the neriod sinee then
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of trying to evolve a ‘model’
working women's hostel, was
one of learning for me, about
women'’s issues, how to handle
inter personal conflicts, the need
to declass oneself and understand
people from all strata of society and
to be basically concerned about
women, irrespective of caste, class
or political affiliation. Hence from
the most elite to the poorest, she
had close contact with all and her
handling of controversial issues
earned her the respect and regard of
all. The path she showed us in how
to work within an organization, set
the ground for the future growth of
the EWWA which has since then

essed into a m:ﬁmmd NGO
E‘uﬁ state with a set of committed
and dedicated members running it
We felt the vacuum she left after
her demise in 2001 and with near
unanimity it was decided o setupa
sister organization in her memory,
the DWWEC, dedicated primarily
to cater to patients and bystanders
(largely women) who had to go to
hospitals, in particular Regional
Cancer Centre, Sree Chilra and
Medical College for treatment of
non-communicable diseases like
cancer (the illness Mrs Warrier
died of). As other articles in the
Bulletin  would show, th
fortuitous  circumstances,
Association was able to purchase a
building in Chalakuzhy Road, close
to these 3 big hospitals which was
then set un as the Devaki Warrier
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Women Empowerment Centre. Its
objective was and is to provide free
accommodation to patients and
bystanders who after treatment
like chemo are unable to travel
back home and cannot afford
private lodging. Starting from a
small enterprise, the empathy
and understanding people got in
the Centre from those managing
it, resulted in its name and fame
spreading to other districts also
and now patients come in from
far off districts and find the stay
in the Cenire very congenial
with its family like environment.
Given the excellent track record
of DWWEC's work, they got the
sanction from TRIDA to tun
another ‘Vishramam Kendra' near
the Medical College, providing
short term accommaodation to
those coming to the medical
institutions for treatment. Once
again dedicated people running
the Kendra are doing tremendous
service to  the disadvantaged
sections of society.

Itis difficult to forget Mrs. Warrier
and Dr PKR Warrier both stalwarts
of the Left movement who spread
good will and happiness through
leading a simple life and were a
strong support for us. If anything
went wrong we had the assurance
that they are there to help us out.
They continue to inspire us and
encourage us to be good human
beings.
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